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June 29, 2021 

 

Dear Fellow Zionites, 

The Bible says let us rejoice together as we “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts 

with praise.  Be thankful to Him, and bless His name”.  Psalm 100:4.  

I am very pleased to inform you that we are making progress over the summer months with the 

necessary arrangements to physically reopen Zion Baptist Church in time for our Church Anniversary in 

September.  Our plan is that we will reopen with added health and safety measures due to the COVID-

19 pandemic while doing our best to mitigate any inconveniences to each and every one.   

First, we would like to encourage you to get vaccinated if you are eligible to receive the COVID-19 

vaccine. The evidence has shown that overall, the vaccine is safe, effective and reduces your risk of 

severe illness. There are a number of walk-in immunization sites in the community and the vaccine will 

be offered to Zionites at the Zion North site in July.  Please contact the church office if you would like 

additional information about the vaccine.   

When we return to face-to-face worship, members and visitors will likely need to register to ensure that 

we maintain attendance at a safe level. Detailed information regarding the registration process will be 

available on the church’s website.  We will begin with face-to-face worship service and then gradually 

resume other indoor in-person ministry activities at a later date. 

To protect the health of members, visitors and staff, appropriate health and safety measures, based on 

up-to-date guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and other sources, will 

include: 

• Requesting that all members and visitors who are sick or do not feel well to remain at home. 
• Requiring everyone ages two years and older to wear face coverings while attending church 

worship services as well as any other meetings at the church. 
• Closely monitoring and limiting the number of people in attendance throughout the worship 

service.  Everyone will therefore need to register in advance of their visit. We will also continue 

to offer streaming of the worship service for virtual attendance. 
• Implementing safe social distancing practices, including one-way paths and directional guidance 

where appropriate. 
• Providing hand-sanitizing stations for everyone and conducting enhanced cleanliness and 

sanitation protocols throughout the entire premises. 
• Some indoor spaces within the church door spaces may be closed or operating at a limited 

capacity.  Detailed information for members and visitors will be available on the church’s 

website. 
 

The decision to reopen the church for face-to-face gatherings was made carefully and with the utmost 

consideration for the overall health and safety of our members, staff and visitors.  Our church Relaunch 

Committee has been in continuous prayer and is closely monitoring the COVID-19 parameters in the 

Washington Metropolitan Area as well as receiving guidance from the District of Columbia, Prince 
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Georges County and Montgomery County governmental agencies and public health subject matter 

experts.  

 

In the meantime, we will continue to worship the Lord using video technology and teleconferencing.  

We ask that you continue to tune-in and stay connected.  Please continue your outstanding stewardship 

through the provision of tithes and offerings, and please check on one another and support our 

community as we slowly and diligently move forward. 

In closing, I am proud of your patience as we strive to re-open for face-to-face worshipping during these 

ever-changing circumstances.  You have shown me and the church leadership how much we can 

accomplish together as we strive to reopen Zion Baptist Church.  Together, we will move beyond the 

challenge and sacrifice of these past months as we embrace our new normal moving forward.  Amen! 

Sincerely, 

 

Rev. Dr. Keith W. Byrd, Sr. 

Pastor, Zion Baptist Church 


