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Rev. Dr. Keith W. Byrd, Sr., Senior Pastor 

 

                                                                                                             September 17, 2021 

Greetings Fellow Zionites, 

 

I am writing to provide an update on our relaunch efforts as we safely return to in-person worship 

starting on Sunday, September 26th, our 157th Church Anniversary. This year, we’re proclaiming 

“Rejoice in the Temple. Rejoice in the Home (Acts 2:46).”  We will welcome our guest Preacher — 

Rev. Dr. David Peoples, pastor of Jabez Missionary Baptist Church in Lexington, Kentucky—to bring 

us a Word of faith at Zion’s main campus. 

 

We are eagerly planning to transition from our current virtual only service to face-to-face worship 

service for those that wish to attend in person.  We will continue to provide a live-stream experience for 

those that prefer to continue virtually for a while longer. We consider this to be a reasonable way to 

carry out our mission while celebrating another year of faithfulness and blessings at Zion Baptist 

Church. 

 

Please be aware that we are planning for every contingency, and we want to especially reassure you that 

we take your health and safety very seriously during the ongoing pandemic.  By following appropriate 

guidelines, we can exhibit love and concern for each member of our church family, and we thank you in 

advance for your patience and cooperation as we pray for your continued health and safety. While there 

may be inconveniences, we ask that God grant us a spirit to see these as opportunities.   

 

Given the emerging situation with variants of COVID-19, services will initially be open to members of 

the congregation that are fully vaccinated. Proof of vaccination will be required by way of a CDC 

vaccination card or a photo image. Additionally, all in attendance will be required to register in 

advance, observe social distancing, and wear a mask during the service.  We will also limit the number 

in attendance to 150 people. Registration will be available on the Zion Baptist Church website 

(www.ziondc.org) beginning Sunday, September 19, 2021 and will close on the evening of Friday, 

September 24, 2021 or when maximum capacity is reached. Persons without internet access may call the 

church office to indicate a desire to attend service. 

 

We also invite you to join our final outdoor service at North Campus on Sunday, September 19 at 10:00 

a.m. We’ll kickoff our 157th Church Anniversary celebration with food and fun. Please bring your 

chairs. Also, there will be Covid testing and vaccinations on site. 

 

We are excited to begin this next season in the life of our church.  We know that God is doing a 

marvelous work through Zion Baptist Church.  We also understand that this is a time that can create 

anxiety and worry for the future and our well-being.  In times like these, it is especially important to 

remember God’s promise to be with us always.  
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As Disciples of Christ we should remember that “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

times of trouble. Therefore, we will not fear.” (Psalm 46:1-2).   

 

God is with us as He invites our prayers for those who are experiencing challenges, fear and loss.  

Prayer is not a last resort, but a loving promise from our Lord that He will hear us. Please join us in 

praying for those suffering from COVID-19, those caring for the ill, those seeking direction about the 

vaccine, and all those who serve in the healthcare industry in these challenging times. And please know 

that we are praying for each of you. God works through us to provide for our needs. Thus, this crisis is 

one where God calls each of us to be a blessing to others. 

 

Lastly, as we prepare to celebrate our 157th Church Anniversary on Sunday, September 26th, I wish to 

express my sincere gratitude to everyone on the Relaunch Committee that has contributed to this effort.  

Over the past year their steadfast support has enabled us to plan for the eventual re-opening of Zion 

Baptist Church despite the challenges of COVID-19. 

 

I also want to also acknowledge every member of Zion Baptist Church as we would not have been able 

to sustain our church operations without your generous contributions.  As we celebrate of 157th Church 

Anniversary, know that together our collective financial support will be essential towards creating a 

vibrant outreach to our ever increasing audiences.  To God Be The Glory! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rev. Dr. Keith W. Byrd, Sr.  

Pastor, Zion Baptist Church 


