
 
 

 

GENEVIEVE N. JOHNSON SENIOR DAY CARE CENTER REPORT 
FOR ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 2022 SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 

 

The Genevieve N. Johnson Senior Day Care Center Program (“Center”) is an Adult Day Care Center 

domiciled in Zion Baptist Church’s Family Life Center located at 4817 Blagden Avenue, N.W., 

Washington, D.C. 20011.  The Center has been in operation for approximately thirty-nine years and 

serves residents age sixty years and older incorporating quality day care services for the frail elderly 

as well as the recreation/socialization for the well-health elderly.  The Center is a one-of-a-kind 

program and the only such Center that provides these types of services in Washington, D.C. 

The overall goal of the Genevieve N. Johnson Senior Day Care Center’s Program is to provide an 

atmosphere designed to enable families to successfully manage the responsibility of quality care for 

an elderly or frail senior family member in order that they may be able to comfortably remain in their 

home and therefore maintain a reasonable quality of life for as long as possible by providing various 

rehabilitative, social and recreational programs, activities and services made possible by the Center.  

The participants at the Center enjoy recreation and friendship with their peers as well as receive 

health care assistance and the education they need to function as independently as possible in order 

to remain in their home environment and local community and to forestall early institutionalization.  

This would include, but not be limited to, health promotion, social and nutrition benefits coupled 

with family supportive services via counseling, comprehensive assessments and required resources 

and services after assessments as well as case management reviews and follow-ups. 

The Executive Director of the GNJ Senior Day Care Center is Sister Thelma Burless and she has over 

twenty years as a Certified Activity Director working in Skilled Nursing Facilities, Assisted Living, 

Independent Living, Memory Care and Group Homes.  Previously she served as the Director of 

Activities and Volunteer Services at Carroll Manor Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Washington, 

D.C.  The Center also has an Advisory Council consisting of the following individuals: Sister Elaine S. 

Saunders (Chairperson), Deacon Norma Hutcheson, Brother David J. Saunders, Sister Linda Scope, 

Trustee Roy Castleberry, and Brother Reginald Watson (grandson of Mother Genevieve N. Johnson).  

Brother Saunders (Chair, Zion Community Enterprise), and Sister Burless are ex officios to the 

Advisory Council. 

The Center provides a very important outlet for family caregivers, as it offers socialization, activities, 

and necessary supervision to those individuals who are socially isolated or in need of essential care 

and assistance.  Caregivers feel confident that their loved ones are in a safe environment and well 



 
 

cared for while they are at work or performing other necessary tasks.  The Center offers a variety of 

programs and amenities, including medical screening, exercise programs, recreational activities, 

therapeutic services, and a diverse schedule of engaging activities.  Assistance with the activities of 

daily living, including eating, walking, toileting, and medication management is also available.  

Additionally, the Center provides nutritious meals and snacks on a daily basis.  For many caregivers, 

the Center provides them with the adult day care services they need in order to adequately care for 

their aging relative or spouse.  Whether they use the Center for respite services or for daily care so 

that they can work or tend to other responsibilities this is an important option for family caregivers. 

Currently, through an annual grant awarded from the DC Department of Aging and Community 

Living (DACL) formerly known as the D.C. Office on Aging, the Center provides: (a) Adult Day Care 

Services, (b) Recreational/Socialization Activities, (c) Health Promotion, (d) Counseling, (e) 

Comprehensive Assessment, and (f) Case Management.  These components are accomplished 

through the provision of: (a) Transportation and Escort Services, (b) Congregate Meals, (c) 

Therapeutic Arts and Crafts, (e) Intergenerational Activities, (f) Alzheimer’s Support Group, (g) 

Music Therapy, and (h) Outreach to the Local Community. 

The Center also avails itself to other services offered to residents of the District of Columbia aged 

sixty years and older by the D.C. Department of Aging and Community Living such as: (a) Caregiver 

Support, (b) Community and Home-Delivered Meals, (c) Information and Referral/Assistance, (d) 

Legal Assistance, (e) Long-Term Care Planning, (f) Medicaid Enrollment Assistance, (g) Nutrition 

Programs, and (h) Nursing Home to Community Living Transition.  In addition, the Center 

collaborates with the D.C. Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) for low-income seniors 

interested in receiving assistance in completing the necessary government forms for Medicaid 

benefits and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). 

On Sunday, May 15th we celebrated the enduring legacy of Genevieve “Mother” Johnson for her 

contributions to the quality care of seniors and affordable housing initiatives.  Special recognition 

proclamations were presented by the Office of the Mayor, the Department on Aging and Community 

Living, and DC City Councilmembers Anita Bonds and Janeese Lewis George.  In addition, The GNJ 

Center received a $51,000 grant for a respite care program sponsored by The Washington Homes. 

Current plans are underway to implement a comprehensive outreach campaign in order to increase 

the awareness of the Center’s programs and services to both the members of Zion Baptist Church and 

the community at-large.  This will include having an Open House at the Center (twice per year), the 

incorporation of specialized training for the Center’s staff and the addition of various workshops and 

seminars designed to attract many more individuals and care givers to take advantage of the Center’s 

programs and services.  

Respectfully Submitted By Sister Elaine S. Saunders 

Chair of the GNJ Senior Day Care Center Advisory Council 


