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“Purposed To Lead” 

 

Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading  

through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.  

       II Corinthians 5:20 

 

 

We greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  We praise God and thank Him for what 

He is doing in the life of Zion and the Deacons Ministry.  We thank God for ever opportunity to serve.  

We pray for God’s guidance as we have resumed in-person worship, navigate these unique times and 

continue our  work to build up His kingdom. 

Here are highlights of the work of the Diaconate Ministry since our last meeting in December 2021. 

 

● Worship Services: The easing of COVID-19 restrictions in the first part of the year allowed greater 

in-person participation in church activities.  However, an increase in the incidence of COVID-19 

in Montgomery County, also early in the year, led to the need to have only one service at the main 

campus.  After a short period of time, we were able to resume in-person services at the North site.  

We have been delighted to have the opportunity to worship and fellowship with the disciples in 

person.  The precautions that have been taken to make it a safe and comfortable worship experience 

have worked nicely.  We have been able to resume our process for receiving and fellowship new 

disciples both in person and virtually. 

● Ordinance of Baptism: In consultation with the Pastor, the Diaconate Ministry has continued to 

refrain from the ordinance of in- person baptism.  The plan is to resume the ordinance of Baptism 

in the near future. 

● Ordinance of The Lord’s Supper: This has been administered for in-person worship using a self-

serve format.  Disciples pick up their Communion Cups when they enter the Sanctuary and have 

them ready when the Lord’s Supper is observed.  Worshippers who are engaged in service virtually, 

have their elements available for the time of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

 

 



● Praying in the Word: The Pastor and Deacons in partnership with the Prayer Ministry have been 

offering prayers and words to sustain us each Wednesday at noon.  This has been extremely 

engaging and powerful during the COVID-19 Pandemic and is an effort we will continue as long 

as needed.  The Wednesday Noon Day Prayer call in number is 1-425-436-6332, and the passcode 

is 445908.  

 

● Sheepfold Engagement: During the winter months, the sheepfold team leaders once again set up 

virtual fellowships with their sheepfold teams.  It has been a priority of the ministry to find ways 

and opportunities to engage disciples, particularly those who are worshiping virtually.  We have 

found having a time of engagement and fellowship was important to maintain open and supportive 

communication within our sheepfolds with each other and with us.  This continues to be a priority.  

The virtual fellowships last approximately an hour and are held at varying times to increase 

opportunities for participation.  Our hope is to have an in-person fellowship of the Sheepfolds at 

the church in the near future. 

 

● Diaconate Fund: The Deacon’s Ministry would like to thank each and every Zion member as well 

as visitors who have been faithful and generous in their giving to the Diaconate Fund.  Your 

generosity and thoughtfulness have been a blessing to so many, especially during these 

unprecedented times.  We continue to provide funds for the sick and shut-in.  We will provide 

financial support for repasts when these services resume for homegoing services held at Zion.  The 

attached document provides an overview of the funds we received and distributed on the church’s 

behalf from November 1, 2021, through April 30, 2022.  

Answering God’s Call 

“To train believers to be Bold Servant Leaders in the Church of Jesus Christ.”        

    Matthew 20:26-28 

 

In January 2022, we were delighted  as our Pastor used his time and talents to do leadership training for all 

the ministry leaders and the Deacon Trainees.  The Pastor poured so much into each of us as he worked to 

train the new Deacons and reinforce the ministry leaders in their roles and responsibilities as servants.    

All the leaders participated in the first two modules and ended with a review of the information  covered 

during those few months. 

On June 11, 2022, the Diaconate trainees will do oral presentations demonstrating their understanding and 

knowledge of the information shared with them in training. 

During Education Sunday, June 5, 2022, every leader who participated in the leadership training was 

presented a certificate recognizing their time and commitment to increasing their capacities as leaders in 

the Church of Jesus Christ in service at Zion.  We thank each Deacon and leader for their participation in 

the training. We hope you have been strengthened in your relationship with God and grown in yout position 

as a servant leader. 

Finally, we are excited to announce the ordination of 13 new Deacons on June 26, 2022.  Through Pastor’s 

training and our mentoring , our new Deacons have been given a firm foundation as they answer the call to 

be servant leaders assisting the pastor in serving the congregation of Zion Baptist Church. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Deacon Trainees 

Tammie Addison-Thompson    Stephanie Nash 

Damon Bailey*      Retna Pullings 

Patrice Bailey*      Dawn Thomas 

Tanya Briscoe      Gloria Rodgers 

Mark Clark      Marlena Perrin 

Paula Darasaw      Lynette Williams-Thomas 

Elaine Johnson      Sandra Wright 

Marie Frazier Kelley 

*Previously ordained at another Baptist church. 

 

Two ordained Deacons from the North Site participated in the leadership training and the Deacons 

training to ensure a common ground for service and integration into the Diaconate Ministry.  They are 

Deacons Royse Bumphus and Barbara Puckett.    

 

We ask for prayers for each of these servant leaders as we approach ordination, and they begin their 

service to God as Deacons. 

 
Diaconate Executive Team 

Deacon Karen M. Coley, Chair 

Deacon Joseph J. Dyson, Vice Chair 

Deacon Lora K. Dyson, Recording Secretary  

Deacon Norma B. Hutcheson, Corresponding Secretary 

Deacon Frank L. Joe, Parliamentarian 

Deacon Terrence V. Thompson, Chaplain 

Deacon Barbara J. Musgrove, Diaconate Fund Chair & Treasurer 

 

We thank God and are truly honored and blessed for the opportunity to serve.  We will continue 

to pray for each one of you and the ministry at Zion Baptist Church.  We ask that you continue to 

keep us in prayer as we provide the support to the Pastor as he cares for the congregation and assist 

with the spiritual needs of the Church and Community.  If the Deacons can assist you, please reach 

out to your team leaders or any of the Deacons, and we will do our very best to assist you.   

 

We pray that each of you will enjoy a safe, healthy and blessed summer.   

 

In His Service, 

 

Karen M. Coley 

Chair 

Deacons Ministry 

Zion Baptist Church 


