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And the Lord, He is the One who goes before you.
He will be with you, He will not leave you nor forsake you,
do not fear nor be dismayed.
Deuteronomy 31:8

ZION BAPTIST CHURCH
MAIN & NORTH CAMPUSES

REV. DR. KEITH W. BYRD SR.




TO GOD BETHE GLORY!

i ongratulationd

ZION BAPTIST CHURCH

Onyour16oth Anniversary!

Asa third generation Zion Member, It fills my heart with immense joy
and gratitude to extend my warmest congratulations on our
church’s16oth anniversary! Asa long-time member,

| have been blessed to witness the incredible growth and
unwavering faith that has carried us through the years.

This milestone is notjusta testament

to our church’s rich history, but also to the love,
dedication and unity of every

member who has walked through our doors.

May we continue to be a beacon of faith,
love and service for many generations to come.,

With heartfelt congratulations and
abundantblessings,

With abounding love,

78 Years asa Zion member
Zion Trustee for 36 years and 4 months

Presenting Level Sponsor
forthe16oth Anniversary Gala
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CELEBRATING

FOLLOWING WHERE THE LORD LEADS

September 22, 2024
My Beloved Zion,

| greet you on the momentous occasion of the 160th Anniversary of Zion Baptist Church with the love of
Jesus Christ. For 160 years we have followed where the Lord has led us and we are not tired yet. We
have come this far by faith! It was faith that led seven believers to sojourn from Fredericksburg Virginia
to Washington, D.C. seeking new horizons. Their faith established Zion as a mission and then as a church.
Because of their faith, countless men, women, and children have continued to be faithful to the mission
and the ministry of the Kingdom and have made Zion Baptist Church what it is today. How grateful we
are for the many disciples who have come hefore us and have charted the path we now tread. We salute
their sacrifice and commitment as we celebrate the 160th Anniversary of Zion Baptist Church. It is now
our solemn duty to continue in faith carrying the mantle forward with distinction, that those who follow
may know both our love for God and our commitment to His Church.

Special thanks and appreciation to the steering committee for this 160th Anniversary celebration which
includes Lady Kimberly Byrd, Deacons Wanda Williamson and Marlene Sherrill as well as all of those who
worked on the larger committee including Trustees Jackie Anderson, Alexis Daniels and Kim Swann-
Ndiaye, Brother Michael Yette, Sister Vanessa Parker, Sister Victoria Crutchfield, Sister Barbara E.
Flowers, Sister Shawnte McQueen, Sister Jean Jalloh, Sister E. Marlene Tolson, Reverend Robert Tolson,
Minister Donna Vance and Reverend Veronica McAlpine. We also want to acknowledge the advisors to
the 160th Anniversary Committee who gave of their time and expertise, Deacons Delores Willis and
Sharlyn Grigsby-Queen. Finally, we want to acknowledge the honorary chairperson of the 160th
Anniversary Committee Sister Frances Watts-Henry for her love, wisdom and prayers.

In closing, | honor the eight Pastors of Zion who came before me for their unwavering commitment to
lead God’s people. Hebrews 13:7 reminds us, “Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the
word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.” The former Pastors
of Zion in the order in which they served are William Walker, William Gibbons, William Howard, William
Washington, John Ellison, A.J. Edwards, Carlton Veazey, and Emil Thomas.
May their names and their memories always be cherished among us.

Indeed, the Lord has done great things for us and we are glad.
Happy Anniversary Zion! o

Rev. Dr. Keith W. Byrd Sr., Pastor
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Rev. Dr. Keith W. Byrd Sr.




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

September 20, 2024

CONGRATULATIONS!

Zion Baptist Church

| am pleased to congratulate Zion Baptist Church as you celebrate your 160t
Anniversary.

This anniversary provides the opportunity to reflect on many years’ worth of
challenges and successes for your congregation. | am pleased toc commend your
congregation’s long history of faith, community, and social justice, especially in light of
this year's theme: ‘A New Era... Faith, Family, Freedom.” We are privileged to have Zion
Baptist Church in the District.

| extend special appreciation to Pastor Reverend Dr. Keith W. Byrd Sr. for your
recent years of service to the Zion Baptist Church and your leadership in promoting the
community-focused mission of your church. | am certain that your spiritual leadership has
been a beacon not just to your members but to our community as a whole.

In noting this significant occasion, | am also glad to celebrate your members whose
devotion has been steadfast for the past 160 years. Their commitment has been critical

in reaching this milestone and to achieving your mission of education, love, and
discipleship. You have my best wishes for continued success in your important work.

Sincerely,

W A"‘-""-ﬁ%

Eleancor Holmes Norton

Not printed or mailed at government expense.
(Facsimile)
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September 20, 2024

As Mayor of Washington, DC, I am delighted to congratulate
Zion Baptist Church on the occasion of the church’s 160™

Anniversary celebration.

Throughout its history, Zion Baptist Church has perpetuated a
legacy of ministry and community service through its many
initiatives, outreach programs, and dynamic leaders, including
its current pastor, the Reverend Dr. Keith W. Byrd, Sr.

As you celebrate this remarkable milestone, may you be
inspired to even higher heights of achievement in setvice to the

residents of your Crestwood neighborhood and beyond.

On behalf of the nearly 700,000 residents of Washington, DC,
[ offer heartfelt thanks for your rich history of devoted service

and my best es for a memorable anniversary celebration.

Mutiel Bdwser
Magor, Disxgigt of Columbia




COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
JOHN A. WILSON BUILDING
1350 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20004

JANEESE LEWIS GEORGE COMMITTEE MEMBER
Ward 4 Councilmember Committee on Transportation and the Environment
Chair of the Committee on Committee on Executive Administration and Labor
Facilities and Family Services Committee on Public Works and Operations

September 20, 2024
Dear Rev. Dr. Keith W. Byrd, Sr.,

On behalf of the Ward 4 community and the Council of the District of Columbia, T extend
my warmest congratulations to you, the officers, and the members of Zion Baptist Church on the
occasion of your 160th anniversary.

The theme of this milestone celebration, “A New Era...Faith, Family, Freedom” (Leviticus
25:10), perfectly encapsulates the enduring spirit and mission of Zion Baptist Church. Since its
humble beginnings in 1861, this church has stood as a beacon of hope and a pillar of strength,
not only for its congregants but for the entire community.

Your dedication to discipleship, Christian education, community engagement, outreach,
and social justice has made an indelible impact on the lives of countless individuals. As you
celebrate this significant anniversary, please know how much it means to have such a steadfast
and committed church within our Ward 4 community.

Churches like Zion Baptist are the cornerstones of our neighborhoods, providing spiritual
guidance, fostering unity, and advocating for justice and equality. Your work continues to inspire
and uplift, reminding us all of the importance of faith, family, and freedom in our collective
journey.

As you embark on this new era, may Zion Baptist Church continue to flourish and lead
with unwavering faith, serving as a testament to God’s plan and purpose for us all. I look forward
to witnessing the continued growth and positive influence of Zion Baptist Church in the years to
come.

Congratulations again on this remarkable milestone. May God bless you and the entire
Zion Baptist Church family as you celebrate 160 vears of faithful service.

With deepest respect and admiration,

Janeese Lewis George
Ward 4 Councilmember




ZION BAPTIST CHURCH (Breetings:
160" ANNIVERSARY 5

Do it Tonown. hat on betaff of the citizens of Wi
L% 2 W 7/1110 Zion Baptist Church 160" Anniversary. Your

enduring legacy of faith, community, and compassion has made a profound impact on your community.
May this milestone be a testament to your dedication and a source of inspiration for generations to

come,

o ate pleased bo corylr spion you ths
E

GIueh Vder oMy Hand and the Great Feal of the Htate of Maryland,
ths 24T day of September

Fwe “Housand and twenty-four




OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

Marc Elrich
County Executive

September 20, 2024

Dear Parishioners and Friends:

Welcome to Zion Baptist Church’s 160th Anniversary Celebration Gala. This Gala brings a
wonderful spirit of celebration to an amazing achievement of longevity and community.

We arc here to celebrate the rich history, service, expansions, and contributions of Zion
Baptist Church. The Church was formally established on September 121, 1864, when 12 churches in
the District of Columbia came together to form a larger congregation focused on faith and
community. In 1962, a new church in Northwest DC was erected for worship, this church later
becoming the Zion Main Campus. In 2020, Zion grew and merged with New Creation Church. Zion
is now one church in three locations: Zion Main Campus, Zion North Campus in Wheaton, and
Maryland and Zion Virtual Campus, an innovative campus to reach the parishioners where they are.

Zion’s legacy of supporting the needs in the community has had a positive impact on many
lives. Montgomery County is deeply appreciative of your outreach programs, Mobile Market
produce, Do No Harm Anti-Gun Violence campaign, Toys for Tots, and Pluck-A-Feather
Thanksgiving basket give-away, as well as the work being done with affordable senior housing, and
the Kennedy transitional housing facility and many others.

On behalf of the residents of Montgomery County, I thank you for your continued and
invaluable service to our community. Congratulations on 160 years!

Sincerely,

i L5

Mare Elrich
County Executive

www.montgomerycountymd.gov







